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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action corresponds to application 10/763,182 filed 1/26/2004. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/12/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendments have been entered. In the amendment filed herein: 
Claims 1-3, 19-21, 25-28, 31, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62, 63, 65, 77- 

79, 81, 83, 84, 86, 100, 103, 105, 111, 113, 116, 119, 121, and 124 have been 

amended. 

Claims 8-18, 22-24, 32-43, 45, 47, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 61, 67-76, 80, 82, 89-99, 
101, 102, 104, 106-110, 112, 114, 115, 117, 118, 120, 122, and 123 have been 
cancelled. 

Accordingly, claims 1-7, 19-21, 25-31, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62-66, 
77-79, 81, 83-88, 100, 103, 105, 111, 113, 116, 119, 121 and 124 remain pending. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 56, 58, and 60 recite the limitation "the method comprising" in the last line 
of the preamble of the claims. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-7, 19-21, 25-31, 62-66, 77-81, 83-86 and 124 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 101 because the claims include a "means" in an apparatus that may be directed 
towards software perse. Specifically, if the "means" can be interpreted as software (i.e. 
a program listing), the aforementioned claims are functional descriptive material, and 
thus not statutory. The "means" in these claims must clearly indicate hardware as to 
make an apparatus claim statutory. See MPEP 2106.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 19-21, 25-31, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62-66, 77-79, 81, 83-88, 
100, 103, 105, 111, 113, 116, 119, 121 and 124 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by McFadden (U.S. Patent Application 2003/0126137). In the 
cited paragraphs, figures and drawing references, McFadden teaches: 



With respect to claim 1, a merge information providing apparatus comprising: 
a plurality of means (figures 1, 7; spokes) for providing information items (0030; 
e.g. user records) regarding a user (abstract; i.e. individuals, 0015; i.e. users and 
members), each of the plurality of means (figures 1, 7; spoke computers) for providing 
user information items (0030; e.g. user records) including different user information 
items (0042; i.e. "...the user records may be completely different and correspond for 
example, to only those users that are managed by the particular spoke computer or 
domain or enterprise within such spoke computer resides) regarding said user (abstract; 
i.e. individuals and 0015; i.e. users and members); and 

means for acquiring (14, 34, master group database) said different user 
information items (paragraphs 0037-0038 and 0224) regarding said user (36) from each 
of said plurality of user information providing means (figures 1, 7; spokes) and merging 
(0089, integrating into a common directory database) said acquired different user 
information items (0042; i.e. user records of different groups) regarding said user 
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(paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; i.e. addition and inclusion of users into 
groups). 

With respect to claim 2 and similar claim 26, the merge information providing 
apparatus of as claimed in claim 1, wherein said merge information providing apparatus 
comprises: 

user information acquisition means for acquiring said different information items 
(0042) regarding said user from each of said plurality of user information providing 
means (paragraphs 0037, 0114 and figure 1, drawing reference 12); and 

user information merging means for merging said different information items 
regarding said user acquired in said user information acquisition means (figure 1 and 
paragraphs 0045-0047, 0089, 0169, and 0064). 

With respect to claim 3 and similar claim 27, the merge information providing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein said user information acquisition means 
acquires said different information items regarding said user (0042) from each of said 
plurality of user information providing means (figure 1, i.e. spoke computers) by using 
first use permission information (0012, using an access control list) permitting the use of 
each of said plurality of user information providing means (paragraph 0064). 

With respect to claim 4 and similar claim 28, the merge information providing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 3, further comprising use permission information 
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acquisition means (0069, accepting a password input and 0108, authorization of a 
member of each group) for acquiring said first use permission information from each of 
said plurality of user information providing means (figures 5 and 8 and 0069; hub or 
spoke administrator authorization). 

With respect to claim 5 and similar claim 29, the merge information providing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising use permission information creation 
means for creating second use permission information that permits the use of said 
merge user information providing means (0069-0073). 

With respect to claim 6 and similar claim 30, the merge information providing 
apparatus of the claim 5, wherein said use permission information creation means 
creates said second use permission information including said first use permission 
information by using said first use permission information (0030, 0178 and 0245). 

With respect to claim 7 and similar claims 31, 66, and 87, the merge information 
providing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further comprising means for setting up each 
of said plurality of user information providing means according to a request (0060, 0062, 
0067 and figure 5; creating a spoke). 

With respect to claim 19 and similar claim 58, an information providing apparatus 
comprising: 
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means for providing a plurality of different information items regarding a 
designated user (0080) in response to a request from a merge user information 
providing means (32,42), 

wherein said merge user information providing apparatus (figure 7 and drawing 
references 32, 34, 42, 44) includes said user information providing means(figures 1, 7; 
spokes) and other user information providing means (figure 7 and drawing references 
32, 34, 42, 44) as subordinate user information providing means (18, 32, 42), to said 
merge user information providing means (drawing references 12, 14), each of the other 
user information providing means (figures 1, 7; spokes) including different information 
items regarding the designated user (0042; i.e. "...the user records may be completely 
different and correspond for example, to only those users that are managed by the 
particular spoke computer or domain or enterprise within such spoke computer resides) 
regarding said user (abstract; i.e. individuals and 0015; i.e. users and members). 

With respect to claim 20, the information providing apparatus as claimed in claim 
19, wherein said user information providing means further comprises means for saving 
said plurality of different information items (0042) regarding said user (0003, 0030-0032, 
and figures 3 and 7; user records). 

With respect to claim 21, the information providing apparatus as claimed in claim 
19, wherein said plurality of different information ite ms (0042) regarding said user 
include user information (32, 42, 0032; i.e. records) and/or group information (i.e. 
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membership information) of a group to which said user belongs (34 44), and wherein 
said group information includes user information and/or group information of other user 
information providing means (0029, 0064, and figure 9). 

With respect to claim 25, McFadden teaches this claim substantially the same as 
claim 1. Furthermore, McFadden teaches a means for transmitting a setup request 
regarding a set up of each said plurality of user information providing means (0060- 
0064, and figure 5; establishing a spoke). 

With respect to claim 44, a merge information providing method in a merge user 
information providing apparatus, said merge user information providing apparatus 
(drawing references 12,14, 50) including a plurality of means for providing information 
regarding a user (Figures 1, 7, drawing references 16, 32, and at leas paragraph 0064), 
said method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring said different user information items (36) regarding said user from user 
information providing means (paragraphs 0037 and 0224); and 

providing said acquired information regarding said user with merging (paragraphs 
0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups). 

With respect to claim 46, this claim is essentially similar to claim 19 and therefore 
the according rejection rationale is applied 
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With respect to claim 48, a managing method in a merge user information 
providing apparatus, said merge user information providing apparatus including a 
plurality of means providing information items regarding a user as subordinate user 
information providing means, said method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring said different user information items (0042) regarding said user 
(abstract; i.e. individuals, 0015; i.e. users and members) from said user information 
providing means (paragraphs 0037 and 0224); 

merging (0089) said acquired user information items (user records) regarding 
said user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into 
groups); and 

transmitting a set up request pf said user information providing means (0060, 
0062, 0067 and figure 5; creating a spoke). 

With respect to claim 50, a computer-implemented method for providing merge 
information in merge user information providing apparatus, said merge user information 
providing apparatus including a plurality of means for providing information items 
regarding a user, said method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring different user information items (0042; i.e. "...the user records may be 
completely different and correspond for example, to only those users that are managed 
by the particular spoke computer or domain or enterprise within such spoke computer 
resides) regarding said user (abstract; i.e. individuals and 0015; i.e. users and 
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members) from user information items providing means (spoke computers, and 
paragraphs 0037 and 0224); and 

merging (0089) said acquired different user information items regarding said user 
(paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups). 

With respect to claim 52, a computer-implemented method of providing 
information in a user information providing apparatus, said user information providing 
apparatus including a means for providing information regarding a user, said method 
comprising: 

providing, in response to a request from a merge user information providing 
apparatus (32,42) comprising including said user information items providing means 
and other user information items providing means (figure 7 and drawing references 32, 
34, 42, 44), a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a designated user 
to said merge user information providing apparatus (0080). 

With respect to claim 54, a computer-implemented method of managing 
information in a merge user information providing apparatus, said merge user 
information providing apparatus including a plurality of means for providing user 
information items regarding a user as subordinate user information providing means, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring different user information items regarding said user from each of said 
plurality of user information items providing means (paragraphs 0037 and 0224); 
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merging (0089) said acquired different user information items regarding said user 
(paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups); 
and 

transmitting a set up request for a set up of said user information providing 
means (0060-0064, and figure 5; establishing a spoke). 

With respect to claim 56, a processor-readable medium storing program code for 
providing merge information in merge user information providing apparatus, said merge 
user information providing apparatus including a plurality of means for providing 
information regarding a user, said method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring different user information items (0042) regarding said user from user 
information providing means (paragraphs 0037 and 0224); and 

merging (0089, drawing reference 38) said different acquired user information 
items regarding said user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and 
inclusion of users into groups). 

With respect to claim 60, a processor-readable medium storing program code for 
managing information in a merge user information providing apparatus, said merge user 
information providing apparatus including a plurality of means for providing user 
information items regarding a user as subordinate user information providing means, 
said method comprising the steps of: 



Application/Control Number: Page 12 

10/763,182 

Art Unit: 2167 

acquiring different user information items (0042) regarding said user (abstract; 
i.e. individuals, 0015; i.e. users and members) from each of said plurality of user 
information items providing means (spoke computers and paragraphs 0037 and 0224); 

merging (0089) said user acquired information regarding said user (paragraphs 
0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups); and 

transmitting a set up request for a set up of said plurality of user information 
items providing means (0060, 0062, 0067 and figure 5; creating a spoke). 

With respect to claim 62, a merge information providing apparatus comprising: 
A plurality of (16, 32) means for providing user information (42, 32) regarding a 
user (36), 

means for acquiring (drawing reference 14) a first user (abstract; i.e. individuals, 
0015; i.e. users and members) information item (i.e. user record) regarding a user 
registered to one of said user information providing means (0080) of which use is 
permitted (0065; a user that is registered to a spoke computer); and 

means for acquiring a second user information (0056; i.e. user record from 
another (group) spoke computer) regarding the same user registered to other user 
information item providing means (spoke computers of figure 1), without distinguishing 
(0081, 38) the user as to whether or not the use of said information item providing 
means is permitted, said merge information providing apparatus merging said acquired 
first and second user information items regarding said user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 
0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups). 
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With respect to claim 63, the merge information providing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 62, further comprising: 

means for managing distinction information that distinguishes said user 
registered to said user information providing means (0056); 

means for acquiring said first and second (0056; i.e. a particular user may be a 
member of several groups) user information regarding said user from* said user 
information items providing means (spoke computers, figure 1); and 

means for merging (0089, drawing reference 34) said first and second user 
information items regarding said user (0056; i.e. a particular user may be a member of 
several groups) acquired in said user information acquisition means (figure 1 and 
paragraphs 0045-0047, 0089, 0169, and 0064). 

With respect to claim 64, the merge information providing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 63, wherein said distinction information managing means provides said 
distinction information of said same user to said user information acquisition means in 
response to a request from said user information acquisition means (0056, identifying 
group membership). 

With respect to claim 65, the merge information providing apparatus as claimed 
in claim 62, wherein said user information acquisition means acquires said first and 
second user information items (0056; i.e. a particular user may be a member of several 
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groups) regarding said user from said user information providing means by using 
permission (0112) information that permits the use of said distinction information and 
said user information providing means (0069, drawing reference 218). 

With respect to claim 77, an information providing apparatus comprising: 
means for providing information items regarding a user, said user information 
providing means corresponding to a distinction information that distinguishes (0056) 
said user registered to said information providing means and/or other user information 
providing apparatus (spoke computers) to merge user information providing means 
(0089 and drawing reference 14) in response to a request (0045; i.e. a synchronization 
task) from said merge user information providing apparatus (0030), said merge user 
information providing apparatus (12, 14) including said user information (32) providing 
means and other user information items providing means (34), said user information 
providing means (spoke computers) and other user information providing means 
including different information items(0042; i.e. "...the user records may be completely 
different and correspond for example, to only those users that are managed by the 
particular spoke computer or domain or enterprise within such spoke computer resides) 
regarding said user (abstract; i.e. individuals and 0015; i.e. users and members). 

With respect to claim 78, the information providing apparatus as claimed in claim 
77, further comprising means for saving said different information items regarding the 
user (0003, 0030-0032, and figures 3 and 7; user records). 
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With respect to claim 79, the information providing apparatus as claimed in claim 

77, wherein said information items regarding said user includes user information and/or 
group information of a group to which said user belongs, said group information 
including user information and/or group information of other user information providing 
means (0029, 0064, and figure 9). 

With respect to claim 81, the information providing apparatus as claimed in claim 

78, wherein said user information items providing means further comprises means for 
saving said information regarding to said user (0003, 0030-0032, and figures 3 and 7; 
user records). 

With respect to claim 83, a managing apparatus, comprising: 
a merge information providing apparatus (figure 1, drawing reference 14) 
including a plurality of means for providing (spoke computers) user information items 
regarding a user (0030; e.g. user records), each of the plurality of means (figures 1, 7; 
spoke computers) for providing user information items (0030; e.g. user records) 
including different user information items (0042; i.e. "...the user records may be 
completely different and correspond for example, to only those users that are managed 
by the particular spoke computer or domain or enterprise within such spoke computer 
resides) regarding said user (abstract; i.e. individuals and 0015; i.e. users and 
members); and 
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means for transmitting information items regarding set up of said subordinate 
user information providing means (figure 1), 

means for acquiring said different user information items regarding a user 
registered (0080) to the user information providing means (figure 7 and drawing 
references 32, 34, 42, 44) of which use is permitted and the same user registered to 
other user information providing means, without distinguishing (0081, 38) the user by 
the user information providing means of which use is permitted, said merge information 
providing apparatus merging said acquired information regarding said user (paragraphs 
0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into groups). 

With respect to claim 84, the managing apparatus as claimed in claim 83, 
comprising: 

means for managing distinction information that distinguishes whether said user 
is registered to said user information providing means (0056); 

means for acquiring a plurality of different user information items (0042) 
regarding said user (0015) from said user information providing means (paragraphs 
0037, 0114 and figure 1); and 

means for merging said plurality of different user information items regarding said 
user acquired in said user information acquisition means (figure 1 and paragraphs 
0045-0047, 0089, 0169, and 0064). 
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With respect to claim 85, the managing apparatus as claimed in claim 84, 
wherein said distinction information managing means provides said distinction 
information of said same user to said user information acquisition means in response to 
a request from said user information acquisition means (0056, identifying group 
membership). 

With respect to claim 86, the managing apparatus as claimed in claim 84, 
wherein said user information acquisition means (drawing reference 14) acquires said 
plurality of different user information items (0042) regarding said user (0015) from said 
user information providing means by using permission information that permits the use 
of said distinction information and said user information providing means (0069, drawing 
reference 218). 

With respect to claim 88, the managing apparatus as claimed in claim 83, further 
comprising means for displaying a screen for setting up said merge user information 
providing means and said subordinate user information providing means (0050). 

With respect to claim 100, a merge user information providing method in merge 
user information providing apparatus, said merge user information providing including a 
plurality of means for providing user information items regarding a user, comprising the 
steps of: 
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acquiring a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user (0015) 
registered (0065, a user registered to a spoke computer) to said user information 
providing means (16, 32) of which use is permitted and the same user registered (0065) 
to other user information items providing means (spoke computers), without 
distinguishing said user by whether or not the use of said user information providing 
means is permitted (0081, 38); and 

merging said acquired plurality of different user information items regarding said 
user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users into 
groups). 

With respect to claim 103, an information providing method in a user information 
providing apparatus, said user information providing apparatus including means for 
providing information items regarding a user, comprising the step of: 

providing, in response to a request from a merge user information providing 
apparatus (12, 14), said merge user information providing apparatus (12, 14) including 
said user information items providing means and other user information items providing 
means, a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user (0015) 
corresponding to distinction information (0056; distinguishing users) registered to said 
user information providing means and/or other user information items providing means 
for distinguishing said user to said merge user information providing apparatus (0030- 
0032, 0056, 0064, 0087 and figures 7-8). 
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With respect to claim 105, a managing method in a merge user information 
providing apparatus, said merge user information providing including a plurality of 
means for providing user information items regarding a user, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user (0015) 
registered to said user information items providing means (spoke computers) of which 
use is permitted and the same user registered (0065; a user registered to a spoke 
computer) to other user information items providing means (figure 1, spoke computers), 
without distinguishing said user by whether or not the use of said user information items 
providing means is permitted (paragraphs 0045, 0081, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition 
and inclusion of users into groups); 

merging (0089, drawing reference 14) said acquired plurality of different user 
information items regarding said user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition 
and inclusion of users into groups); and 

transmitting a request regarding setup of said subordinate information providing 
means (0060-0064, and figure 5; establishing a spoke). 

With respect to claim 111, a computer-implemented information providing 
method in a user information providing apparatus, said user information providing 
means providing information items regarding a user, comprising the step of: 

providing, in response to a request from merge user information providing 
apparatus (12, 14), said merge user information providing apparatus (32,42) including 
said user information items providing items means (32, 42) and other user information 
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items providing means (figures 1, 7, drawing references 16, 32, and at least paragraph 
0064) a plurality of different information items regarding (0042) a user corresponding to 
distinction information (0056) registered (0065) to said user information items providing 
means (spoke computer) and/or other user information providing means for 
distinguishing (0081) said user to said merge user information providing apparatus 
(0030). 

With respect to claim 113, a computer-implemented managing method in merge 
user information providing apparatus, said merge user information providing apparatus 
including means for providing user information items regarding a user, comprising the 
steps of: 

acquiring a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user 
registered (0065) to said user information items providing means (spoke computers) of 
which use is permitted and the same user registered (0065) to other user information 
items providing means, without distinguishing said user by whether or not the use of 
said user information items providing means is permitted (paragraphs 0045, 0081, 
0089, 0169, and 0064); 

merging said acquired plurality of different user information items (0042) 
regarding said user (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of 
users into groups); and 

transmitting a request regarding setup of said information providing means 
(0060, 0062, 0067 and figure 5; creating a spoke). 
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With respect to claim 116, a processor-readable medium storing a program code 
for providing merge user information in a merge user information providing apparatus, 
said merge user information providing apparatus including a plurality of means for 
providing user information items regarding a user, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user (0015) 
registered (0065) to said user information providing means (16, 32) of which use is 
permitted and the same user registered to other user information items providing means 
(spoke computer), without distinguishing said user by whether or not the use of said 
user information items providing means is permitted (paragraphs 0045, 0081, 0089, 
0169, and 0064; and 

merging said acquired plurality of different information regarding said user (0042) 
with merging (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of users 
into groups). 

With respect to claim 119, a processor-readable medium for providing 
information in user information providing apparatus, said user information providing 
apparatus including means for providing information items regarding a user, comprising 
the step of: 

providing, in response to a request from merge user information items providing 
apparatus, said merge user information providing apparatus (12, 14) including said user 
information items providing means (32, 42, 16) and other user information items 
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providing means (figures 1, 7, drawing references 16, 32, and at least paragraph 0064), 
information regarding a user (user records) corresponding to distinction information 
registered (0065) to said user information providing means and/or other user 
information providing means for distinguishing said user to said merge user information 
providing apparatus (0030-0032, 0056, 0064, 0087 and figures 7-8). 

With respect to claim 121, a processor-readable medium for managing 
information in a merge user information providing apparatus, said merge user 
information providing apparatus including a plurality of means for providing user 
information regarding a user, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a plurality of different information items (0042) regarding a user (0015) 
registered to said user information item providing means (spoke computers) of which 
use is permitted and the same user registered to other user information items providing 
means (figure 1, spoke computers), without distinguishing said user by whether or not 
the use of said user information items providing means is permitted (paragraphs 0045, 
0081, 0089, 0169, and 0064); 

merging said acquired plurality of different user information items regarding said 
user with merging (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; addition and inclusion of 
users into groups); and 

transmitting a request regarding setup of said information item providing means 
(0060-0064, and figure 5; establishing a spoke). 
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With respect to claim 124, A merge information providing apparatus, comprising: 
means for receiving an acquisition request (0045, last 3 lines) for access for a 

user (0069) to an information provider (0069) of a plurality of information providers 

(figure 1); 

means for acquiring user a plurality of different user information items (0112) 
regarding the user from the plurality of information providers (figure 1) based on the 
acquisition request (0112; permission request); and 

means for merging (0089) the acquired plurality of different user information 
items (paragraphs 0045, 0089, 0169, and 0064; i.e. addition and inclusion of users into 
groups) into merged user information (drawing reference 36). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues (see pages 21-27 of the remarks) that McFadden fails to 
disclose acquiring different user information items regarding a user form each of a 
plurality of user information providing means and merging the acquired different user 
information items regarding said user. The Examiner respectfully disagrees given the 
following: 

In a distributed environment for managing dynamic groups, McFadden teaches a 
system comprising hub and spoke computers each containing a group database (34, 
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44) and a user database (32, 42) containing user records (36, 46). The Examiner 
submits that the spoke computers in McFadden's distributed environment each contain 
respective user records according to the spoke computer that contains the user's 
record. See McFadden, paragraph 0045 "...Maintaining synchronization between the 
respective user and group records on hub and spoke computers as well as updating 
group memberships to reflect changes mad to the user records in the user databases. 

Further, McFadden teaches the user records 46 may be completely different and 
correspond to only those users that are managed by the particular spoke computer or 
domain or enterprise within which such spoke computer resides. In this respect, the 
Examiner submits that McFadden describes maintaining a user's group information on 
several spoke computers (means for providing user information), and that the user's 
information from each spoke computer corresponds to that particular spoke computer. 
In other words, the Examiner submits that a user's record on one spoke computer may 
be different than that user's record stored on a separate spoke computer. Thus, a user 
having multiple records residing on their corresponding spoke computer teaches a 
means for providing (i.e. a spoke computer that provides user records) user information 
items including different user information (i.e. the user's records from each of the spoke 
computers). 

The Examiner submits that maintaining multiple user records corresponding to a 
particular spoke or domain or enterprise (i.e. different user information items) is a goal 
of McFadden. In paragraph 0014, McFadden seeks to provide greater flexibility, 
adaptivity, and extensibility for groups comprising large numbers of individuals and/or 
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spanning multiple domains or enterprises. One way of achieving this goal is to manage 
employees that may participate in a large number of different groups that span different 
aspects of an employee's standing within an enterprise (abstract and 0009). By at least 
this teaching, it is seen that the users registered a spoke computer (i.e. that represent a 
particular enterprise or domain, 0042, McFadden) may as well be registered in other 
spoke computers and domains. Because a user's record corresponds to that domain or 
spoke computer, a user therefore has different user information items and a plurality of 
means for providing user information items. 

In addition, McFadden teaches the merging of this information in at least the 
teaching of their hub computer containing a master group database (34) that maintain 
information about the various groups found in system 12, figure 1 (also in McFadden, 
paragraph 0039). It is submitted that McFadden teaches maintaining users and groups 
in various spoke computers to integrate (i.e. merge) that information into a common 
directory (McFadden at 0089). In another interpretation, McFadden teaches an 
automated synchronization method (paragraph 0016) changes made in spoke 
computers will be kept in synchronization between the hub and target (i.e. spoke) 
computers. By way of using such a synchronization process, McFadden describes a 
merge operation (i.e. the new information present in the spoke computers will be 
essentially merged with the hub computer in an effect to bring the hub computer 
current). Therefore, in this interpretation, the data contained in the hub computer can 
as well be seen as merge information. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M. Timblin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5627. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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